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PYMBLE CATHOLIC PARISH 
SACRED HEART & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR 

Third Sunday of Advent,  Year B                      17 December 2023 

Building a Christ-centred community of Love and Mercy 

www.pymblecatholicparish.org.au 

Pymble Parish is under the Pastoral care of  the Salvatorian Fathers  

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER 
INTENTION FOR 
DECEMBER 

 
For Persons with 
Disabilities 

We pray that people living with disabilities 
may be at the centre of attention in 
society, and that institutions may offer 
inclusive programs which value their active 
participation.  

A warm welcome  

to all our 

Parishioners  

who are 

celebrating the 

Eucharist with 

us this weekend. 
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Principal: Mary Hor  

Telephone: (02) 7256 2142  

www.shpdbb.catholic.edu.au 
 

Principal: Jodi Jefferson 

Telephone: (02) 7256 2101 

www.olpsdbb.catholic.edu.au 

Youtube QR code: 

Podbean QR code: 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
As you know we have our Divine Mercy Chapel on the right side of our 
church at Sacred Heart. We would like to  invite those in our Parish 
who wish to come to adore our Lord Jesus present in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  
 
If you wish to be part of this, please place your name and contact 
details for an hour each Friday on the form that is placed outside the 
Crying Room. We can have up to four people at any time. Please 
contact the Parish Office if you need further information. 

 Friday Roster for the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

8am - 8.45am Peter   4pm - 5pm Paulette 
10am - 11am Lynette   5pm - 6pm Cindy, Marie 
11am - 12pm     6pm - 7pm Eric 
12pm - 1pm      7pm - 8pm Elzbieta 
1pm - 2pm  Gerry & Carmen 8pm - 9pm Paul, Rod 
2pm - 3pm                    
3pm - 4pm  Jo 
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Parish Prayer Zone 
Praying for others gets our focus off ourselves and onto the needs of those around us. As we “carry each other’s burdens,” we “will fulfil the law of 

Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Praying for each other makes us stronger and helps us to grow our faith and Christian love.  

Recently Deceased:  

Foo Fee Lan, Sarinder Tamana, Frieda Nassar, Bruce Fisher, Desmond Buckley, Seema Shrestha Thapa, Vivienne Fernandes, Colleen 
Hussin, Charlotte Dos Remedios, David Tarrant, Anthony Dixon, Anne Seeto, Concetta Giaquinto, Michael Ludemann, Albert Chan 

Death Anniversaries:  

Bambi Hontanosas, Antonio Canete, Nora LeguinPeter Goh, Kwong Tsui Tso, Jason Dias, Silvya Albert, Charles & Joan Bernie, erlinda 
Guyot & Elena Yu, Vicente Tan Snr & Rosario Tan, Veronica Schreuder, Les Cashman, Lydia Tan, Manuel Tan, Simeon Lagura, 
Catalina Lagura, Paula Freeman, M. V. Francis, Judith English, Ric Cashman, Desmond Buckley, Mina De Mello, Mary Costa Silva 

Prayers for the sick: 

Margaret Browne, Paul Lum, Danny Ung, Ryan Kim, David Gardener  

Weekly prayer intention: 

This week we pray that in the busyness of the Christmas season we remember the perfect gift of Christ’s peace through moments of 
prayer and reflection. Amen. 

If you would like the names of your relatives to be included in the prayer list (anniversary of deaths, recently deceased, illnesses, wedding               

celebration or anniversaries, birthdays, etc.) please contact the Parish Office by midday each Wednesday. Remember that due to privacy policy, 

names of the sick can only be put on the bulletin with permission of the immediate family. This list will be updated every month and we would               

appreciate if we are advised of any updates. Thank you.  

WHAT’S ON IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 
Sunday, 17 December 

Third Sunday of Advent 

7:45am   Mass at Sacred Heart 

9:00am   Mass at OLPS 

9:30am   Mass at Sacred Heart  

6:00pm   Mass at Sacred Heart 

 

Tuesday, 19 December 

9:00am  Mass at Sacred Heart  

7:00pm Reconciliation Night 

 

Wednesday,  20 December 

9:00am   Mass at Sacred Heart 

11:00am Mass at North Haven 

 

Thursday, 21 December 

Collect of St Peter Canisius, priest, doctor 

(Optional) 

9:00am Mass at Sacred Heart 

 

Friday, 22 December 

Collect of St John of Kanty, priest (Optional) 

9:00am  Mass at Sacred Heart with Adoration 

  and Litany to the  Sacred Heart of  

  Jesus 

10:00am Lectio: Jesus Calls (via ZOOM) 

Saturday, 23 December 

9:00am Mass at OLPS  

5:00pm Mass at OLPS  

5:00pm Reconciliation SH 

5:30pm Mass at Sacred Heart 

 

Sunday, 24 December 

Christmas Eve 

7:45am   Mass at Sacred Heart 

9:00am   Mass at OLPS 

9:30am   Mass at Sacred Heart  

4:00pm OLPS Readings and Christmas 

  Carols 

5:00pm Family Mass at OLPS & SH 

9:00pm   Christmas Eve Mass at Sacred 

  Heart 

11:30pm  Christmas Carols followed by 

  midnight mass at SH 

The Rosary is recited after all weekday Masses 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Third Candle - The Candle of Joy 

Meditation:  "He will baptise you in the Holy Spirit and in fire." (Luke 3:16) 

Priest:   In the Third Week of Advent, we are called to respond to the gifts and graces we received in our baptism. We ask,  

   "Does my life today fulfil the expectations and responsibilities of bearing the name of Christian?" What are we doing 

   for the hungry, the oppressed, the sick, the lonely? Do we truly care about the needs of others? Do we accomplish  

   cheerfully all that is expected of us in the work place or the classroom? 

Light the pink candle. 

Priest:   Almighty and loving God, Your Son has taught us the way to live as Your children. We were blessed in our baptisms with      

                            special gifts and graces, and still there are times when we find it hard to be all that we should be. We ask for an  in   

                            creased awareness of the needs of others and for the courage to stand up for those who cannot stand up  for them  

                            selves. Please, God, help us to live in Your grace that all who know us will know You and Your love.  

 

The Penitential Rite follows 
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After providing for family members in your Will, have you ever considered leaving a Gift directly to your local Parish?  This is called a Legacy, Bequest of Gift in Will. 

Over the years, many people who have left a special connection to their Faith have left part of their estate to the Parish. Like a gift to a charity. a gift in your Will to the 

Church ensures other members of our community receive the spiritual care and guidance that has been so important to you and your family. 

Many parishes are in need of funding to restore buildings, improve facilities and expand on services for the community. The pastoral outreach that has been important to 

you will continue for our children, our grandchildren and future generations to of Catholics.  

If you would like more information on Gifts in Wills, please contact Fr. Ireneusz.        Email: Fr.ireneusz@pymblecatholicparish.org.au 
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Music is an important part of our liturgies and we strive to have 
music in various forms at all of our Masses. Our Mass and Liturgy is 
enriched by the talent and time shared by the accomplished 
musicians of our Parish.  
 

We are looking for:  
 Musicians/Singers at both Churches 
 Projectionists at both Churches 
 A music co-ordinator 

 

Please contact the Parish Office if you are able to assist in any way. 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO LEAD AND ASSIST 

Please consider helping to share the Gospel 

We are looking for additional leaders to assist with Children’s    

Liturgy at Sacred Heart Church.  We offer Children’s Liturgy at the 

Sunday 9:30am Mass at Sacred Heart on the first and third 

Sundays of each month during school terms. Commitment to lead 

or assist would be once or twice a term.  
 

If you have any questions or would like to join our team, please 

contact the Parish Office on 9144 2702. 

 
 

Sacred Heart Church 
Tuesday, 19 December 2023 

7-8pm 
 

Everyone is encouraged to join us for this special celebration in 
preparation for Christmas. Reconciliation will take place on Tuesday, 

20th December 2022 between 7 and 8pm at Sacred Heart Church.  
A number of priests will be available on the evening. 

 

“To celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation means to be 
wrapped in a warm embrace” (Pope Francis) 

Thank you to all our wonderful parishioners, and the 

schools, for your tremendous support for this year's 

Vinnie's Christmas appeal. In all, over 100 hampers and 

gifts were donated for our clients in Pymble, Wyong, 

Glebe and the Lourdes and Southern Cross nursing 

homes. The generosity of the hampers was incredible, the crying room 

was filled with boxes thoughtfully and lovingly prepared, incorporating 

everyday food and essentials, Christmas treats, gifts and touching 

messages of support and kindness. They were so gratefully received by 

our Wyong and Glebe 

conferences, whose 

clients are all facing 

extremely challenging 

times, and would welcome 

your anonymous acts of 

goodwill. The Appeal has 

also raised $2000.  Thank 

you so much for your 

wonderful support.  
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Liturgy of the Word                             Year B 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon 
 

Philippians 4:4-5 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the 
highest) is not said. 
 

First Reading 
 

Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11  
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 
for the Lord has anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 
to bind up hearts that are broken; 

to proclaim liberty to captives, 
freedom to those in prison; 
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. 

‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 
my soul rejoices in my God, 
for he has clothed me in the garments of 
salvation, 
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, 
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 
like a bride adorned in her jewels. 

‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, 
as a garden makes seeds spring up, 
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise 
spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm   

Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10 

 
       

(R.)  My soul rejoices in my God.  
 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. (R.) 

2. The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. (R.) 

3. He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy. (R.)  

 

 

Second Reading 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all 
things give thanks to God, because this is what 
God expects you to do in Christ Jesus. 

Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift 
of prophecy with contempt; think before you do 
anything – hold on to what is good and avoid 
every form of evil. 

May the God of peace make you perfect and 
holy; and may you all be kept safe and 
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and 
he will not fail you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18)  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel 

 

John 1:6-8. 19-28 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John 

 
A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, 
so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 

This is how John appeared as a witness. When 
the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are 
you?’ he not only declared, but he declared 
quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ 
they asked, ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. 
‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So 
they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take 
back an answer to those who sent us. What 
have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I 
am, as Isaiah prophesied: 

a voice that cries in the wilderness: 
Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, 

and they put this further question to him, ‘Why 

are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and 

not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I 

baptise with water; but there stands among you 

– unknown to you – the one who is coming after 

me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ 

This happened at Bethany, on the far side of 

the Jordan, where John was baptising.  

Gospel  Reflection 
 
John humbly recognized that his calling came 
from God and not from man 
When John the Baptist announced the 
imminent coming of God's Anointed One, the 
Messiah, the religious leaders questioned his 
authority to speak so boldly in God's name. 
They asked him bluntly, "Who are you?" and 
"What do you say about yourself?" They 
wanted to know if he was really sent by God. 
Did he claim to be the Messiah or one of the 
great prophets who was expected to return 
and announce the Messiah's arrival (see 
Malachi 4:5, Deuteronomy 18:15)? John had no 
doubt and no mistaken identity about his call 
and mission. In all humility and sincerity he said 
he was only a voice bidding people to get 
ready for the arrival of the greatest Ruler of all, 
God's anointed King and Messiah.  
 
John's identity and our identity is derived from 
God's Son - Jesus Christ 
John the Baptist bridges the Old and New 
Testaments. He is the last of the Old 
Testament prophets who points the way to 
the Messiah. He is the first of the New 
Testament witnesses and martyrs. He is the 
herald who prepares the way for Jesus and 
who announces his mission to the people: 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world! (John 1:29). John saw from a 
distance what the Messiah would come to 
accomplish - our redemption from slavery to 
sin and our adoption as sons and daughters of 
God, our heavenly Father. Do you recognize 
who you are in Christ? The Lord Jesus has 
come to restore us to friendship with God and 
he has made us citizens of heaven - his 
everlasting kingdom of peace and justice.  
 
Do you point others to Jesus Christ - the one 
true Lord and Saviour of the world? 
John was the greatest of the prophets, yet he 
lived as a humble and faithful servant of God. 
He pointed others to Jesus, the true Messiah 
and Saviour of the world. The Christian church 
from the earliest of times has given John many 
titles which signify his mission: Witness of the 
Lord, Trumpet of Heaven, Herald of Christ, 
Voice of the Word, Precursor of Truth, Friend 
of the Bridegroom, Crown of the Prophets, 
Forerunner of the Redeemer, Preparer of 
Salvation, Light of the Martyrs, and Servant of 
the Word. Do you point others to Jesus Christ 
by the example and witness of your life?  
 

Lord Jesus, make me a herald of your word of 
truth and grace. Help me to be a faithful 

witness of the joy of the Gospel and to point 
others to you as John did through his 

testimony.  
 

© SERVANTS OF THE WORD 2023 

Scan the QR Code to 
watch Father Irek’s  
homily  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa040
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cth1#th1005
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn001
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Pymble Parish Roster 23/24 December 2023 

 Sacred Heart 
 (Pymble) 

Saturday 
5.30pm 

Sunday  
7.45am 

Sunday 
9.30am 

Sunday 
6.00pm 

Acolytes Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster 

Altar Servers Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster 

Music       Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster 

Projector Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster 

Readers Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster Christmas Roster 

Altar Society 23 December:  Maria / Daphne 

Counters 24 December:  T Ryan / A Mazzei / J Witcombe 

Children’s Corner  

OLPS  

(West Pymble) 

Saturday  
5.00pm 

Sunday  
9.00am 

Acolytes J Pease A Mazzei 

Altar Servers E & Z Victor 
W & M Saba 

M Jordan 

Readers G Lynch A Carr 

Music and Projector Special Roster Special Roster 

Altar Cloth 23 December:  N Simpkins 
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PROPERTY WASH 

Renew your homes appearance. 
A professional ‘soft wash’ removal of mould, 

surface and ingrained grime and cobwebs from all 
exterior surfaces.  

We also high pressure clean pathways, pool 
surrounds and driveways. 

 

10% discount to Pymble Parishioners 

 

Please call Alan Eather  
0411 212 068 

 for an obligation free quote 
propertywash@optusnet.com.au 

 
 
 

 

 

Advertise your business or 

service with us! 
Contact the Parish Office on  

9144 2702  

info@pymblecatholicparish.org.au 

Advertise your business or service with us! 
Contact the Parish Office on 9144 2702  

info@pymblecatholicparish.org.au 

 

Tom Fransen Plumbing 
Leaks & Drips 

Blocked Drains 
Cistern Repairs 

Tap Replacement 
Advice or a Price 

SENIORS DISCOUNT  
0413 946 899 

plmoortomfransen@gmail.com 
Lic. 81079C 

Advertise your business or 

service with us! 
Contact the Parish Office on  

9144 2702  

info@pymblecatholicparish.org.au 

Advertise your business or service with us! 
Contact the Parish Office on 9144 2702  

info@pymblecatholicparish.org.au 

Do you have a question about the 

Catholic faith? Go to catholic.com and 

type in your question. You will have the 

answer straight away.  

mailto:propertywash@optusnet.com.au
http://catholic.com

